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Division 27: Aboriginal Affairs, $33 247 000 — 
Ms W.M. Duncan, Chairman. 

Dr K.D. Hames, Minister for Health representing the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs. 

Mr C.G. Weeks, Director General. 

Mr A. Rayner, Chief Heritage Officer. 

Mr J. Strickland, Chief Land Officer. 

Ms L. Gunn, Executive Director, Community Development. 

Mr G. Kar, Executive Director, Corporate Services. 

Mr V. Davies, Acting Executive Director, Accountable Government. 

[Witnesses introduced.] 

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Victoria Park. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: I refer to the third bullet point on page 310, under the heading “Priority Heritage Protection 
Program”. Last year, the director general may recall we had a discussion around the amendments to the heritage 
act, which were at the time imminently going to cabinet, and I was wondering whether we could get an update. 

Mr C.G. Weeks: Yes, we are in a very similar position. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: It has been a productive 12 months with heritage! 

Mr C.G. Weeks: There actually has been a fair bit of work done at parliamentary counsel level. Obviously it is a 
significant piece of legislation and we want to make sure the changes we actually make do not have any 
unforeseen outcomes. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: As a follow-up question, given that it was with cabinet a year ago, has it had to be 
resubmitted to cabinet because of concerns expressed by organisations or people? 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Madam Chair, I do not think the director general is allowed to talk about things that go to 
cabinet. I am probably not either, but I seem to recall we were pretty comfortable with the proposals that were 
put forward. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Why has there been a delay then? 

The CHAIRMAN: Is that a further question, member for Victoria Park? 

Mr B.S. WYATT: It sounds like it! 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I will ask the director general whether he knows why there has been a delay, just with 
parliamentary counsel drafting? 

Mr C.G. Weeks: It’s the drafting processes. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: In the competition space of drafting, I am still waiting for my public health bill! 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Can we expect the legislation to be introduced in the next six months? 

Mr C.G. Weeks: It has been allocated on the cabinet agenda in the very near future. 

The CHAIRMAN: Minister, can you please direct your — 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Yes. Director general, when you answer, you need to tell me, less loudly. So yes, the 
impression is that it is not too far away. 

The CHAIRMAN: Thank you. 

[5.40 pm] 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Hopefully, we are not asked this question again next year and giving the same answer. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: I refer to the line item for accountable government on page 309 of the Budget Statements. 
Again, this issue has been discussed for quite a few years now. Last year’s budget referred to some $960 000 that 
was to be received by the department in the current 2013–14 budget for the governance and leadership program. 
The minister and the director general may recall that we have discussed this over the last few years. That is no 
longer in the budget. What is the status of that program? 
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Dr K.D. HAMES: The director general. 

Mr C.G. Weeks: That budget line item has actually been transferred to the Department of Regional 
Development. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: And what is the status of the program? 

Mr C.G. Weeks: The member will have to speak to the Department of Regional Development. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: As a follow-up to that, the Department of Aboriginal Affairs is no longer involved in any 
way in that program; is that right? 

Dr K.D. HAMES: No. 

Mr C.G. Weeks: No. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Sorry; I am not sure what the minister said “no” to. Was it “no” to my allegation that — 

Dr K.D. HAMES: “No” to the fact that the department no longer has responsibility for it, and that it is being 
managed by the Department of Regional Development. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: I think we are getting double negatives here. The answer, minister, is that the department is 
no longer involved in that program. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: That is correct. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Thank you. I refer to “Significant Issues Impacting the Agency” on page 310. Again, the 
minister may recall that last year we discussed the announcement by the government in November 2012 that 
Aboriginal enterprises would be exempt from the open and effective competition policy for contract tenders 
valued under $150 000. At the time I think the director general said that that was coming up for review. Can the 
minister give me an update on the status of that policy and whether that has been a success or not? 

Dr K.D. HAMES: The director general. 

Mr C.G. Weeks: The Aboriginal Affairs Coordinating Committee that I chair has created a subcommittee that is 
looking at regional governance, and one thing it is looking at is economic development. So, the director general, 
Paul Rosair, is now looking into that. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: He is looking into that policy. 

Mr C.G. Weeks: Yes. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: The department is no longer involved with that policy or — 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Is this a further question, member for Victoria Park? 

Mr B.S. WYATT: It is. It sounds like one. 

The CHAIRMAN: Could the member just make that clear to me as he is going; otherwise, it is difficult for 
Hansard as well. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I think, unlike the other answer, in this case, yes, the department is still involved. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: In what way?  

Dr K.D. HAMES: The director general. 

Mr C.G. Weeks: I chair that committee. It is a subcommittee, so it comes back to the major committee that 
I chair. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: I am a bit unsure. Has there been a review of the policy and is the policy continuing? I am 
just unsure what the answer is. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Can I just ask the director general to start again, because I am a bit confused by the answer. 
Start again with the original part of the question and what has happened to that. 

Mr C.G. Weeks: Okay. I will give some context. The Aboriginal Affairs Coordinating Committee has 
12 directors general, so we are looking at a whole range of issues. We have decided to create some 
subcommittees that take away priority issues, and then that subcommittee spends more time on that issue. 
Procurement and economic development is one of those issues. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Is there a time frame by which the subcommittee of that committee is expected to report back 
to the coordinating committee? 
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Dr K.D. HAMES: The director general. 

Mr C.G. Weeks: Yes, there is a time frame, and it is actually going back to the Aboriginal affairs cabinet 
subcommittee. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Is that in two weeks or six months? I am just trying to find the status of the review of this 
matter. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: It is in August. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: That is in respect of a recommendation and whether it is continued, ceased or amended. 
Is that right? 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Yes. 

Mr C.D. HATTON: I refer to the spending changes on page 308 of the Budget Statements. I refer specifically to 
Aboriginal community patrols. I note that in 2014–15, there is $1.657 million for the continuation of these 
patrols. I understand that a review of the patrol services has been undertaken. Could the minister inform us what 
that investment is doing and the outcome of the review? I also ask: is this connected to anything to do with 
community policing? 

Dr K.D. HAMES: The director general. 

Mr C.G. Weeks: The outcome of the review was very positive, so the Economic and Expenditure Reform 
Committee took that information and decided to fund the patrols further. I think it was $1.5 million. In terms of 
the linking in with police, I might refer that to Mr Strickland. 

Mr J. Strickland: I am sorry; can I refer that because — 

Mr C.G. Weeks: I am sorry; Ms Gunn will answer. 

Ms L. Gunn: I may have to take that on notice. I know that several regions have a close relationship with the 
police and that several regions are trying to forge greater ties, but it is based on a region-by-region and a case-by-
case basis. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I think that is an adequate answer. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: I refer to the Jigalong power and water project. The minister may recall that last year we 
discussed the power and water project, and the answer that was given last year to my question by way of 
supplementary information was in respect of both the water treatment plan and the electricity plan. I accept that 
it is Horizon Power, and I think the Department of Housing is doing the water, which was subject to a couple of 
different flood mitigation research reviews. The answer was that the tender for the water treatment system was 
closed and the contract would be awarded for the end of September last year. Can the minister give me an update 
on where both those projects are at? 

Dr K.D. HAMES: The director general. 

Mr C.G. Weeks: No, I cannot. It is still with the Department of Housing and Horizon. I can take that on notice 
and follow it up. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Is that a question on notice or supplementary information? 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I do not think we have the answer to provide as supplementary information. I am sure if the 
member put it on notice, the Minister for Housing would answer it. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Last year the minister was happy to provide it by supplementary information. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Was I? 

Mr B.S. WYATT: I understand that it is outside the department directly, but the precedent has been set. Perhaps 
the department might give us some information. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: The department is happy to follow it up. Can the member clearly outline in his question what 
he wants as supplementary information? 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Yes. It is the status of the water treatment system at Jigalong and the status of the power 
supply project at Jigalong. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I presume the member is not declaring an interest. I do not think his father is there anymore. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: I do not think I need to declare an interest anymore in that particular project. 

The CHAIRMAN: Is the minister happy with that description of the supplementary information? 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Yes. 
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[Supplementary Information No A55.] 
Mr B.S. WYATT: I have a question on page 314. I am curious about a comparison, year on year, of the stolen 
wages program. Last year we were expecting an estimated actual spend of $770 000 for 2012–13, but in the end 
we had $2.5 million. We are expecting $100 000 to come out this year. Is this simply a result of the processing of 
applications? I am curious. I wonder whether the director general might be able to provide us a bit of an update 
on whether the payments have now finally concluded. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: The director general. 

Mr C.G. Weeks: We did withhold some funding because we had an appeals process. The appeals process has 
now concluded. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: In terms of the applicants, all the appeals are now finalised and no more application 
processes are going through. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Yes, that is correct. 

[5.50 pm] 

Mr B.S. WYATT: I refer to “Delivery of Services” on page 308 of the Budget Statements. Director general, 
I know we have discussed the Cullacabardee community in the past, both in and outside Parliament. I have very 
recently received some emails about the sewerage system and significant issues of overcrowded properties. Is the 
department aware of that and is anything happening within the department, or at least through the department 
within some other line agencies, about that community? 

Mr C.G. Weeks: Yes. Actually, last week some of our officers made contact with the 
Department for Child Protection and Family Support about some of those issues we discussed. We are keeping a 
close eye on Cullacabardee. I refer to Mr Strickland the question on sewerage and water treatment. 

Mr J. Strickland: We are investigating options about the sewage treatment plant. There are some significant 
ongoing issues but our department is onto them, and that will continue until we find a resolution. 

The CHAIRMAN: Member for Victoria Park, can you sit closer to the microphone? We have been talking to 
the people downstairs, and they are having trouble hearing us in this chamber. Thank you very much. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Has the department become aware of a recent increase in the number of people living at 
Cullacabardee? 

Mr J. Strickland: We are aware that the population goes up and down according to a number of factors. We 
will certainly keep an eye on people out there, and particularly how it relates to the sewerage problem we are 
trying to address. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Is that likely to require an extra allocation of funding through the department or—I guess the 
advisers could speculate—any other departments that may be required to do that job? 
Mr J. Strickland: At this stage we are just trying to get a better idea of what the issue is before we can make 
any further approaches for funding, whether it be to the Department of Aboriginal Affairs or otherwise. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: I have a new question that takes me back to an issue we were talking about previously in 
respect of that governance and leadership program. Why was that program — 
The CHAIRMAN: I know it is a previous question, but can the member re-identify the page number? 
Mr B.S. WYATT: It is the line item “Accountable Government” on page 309, which relates to the governance 
and leadership program we discussed a few minutes ago. Why was funding for that transferred from the 
Department of Aboriginal Affairs to the Department of Regional Development? 

Mr C.G. Weeks: The program is funded by royalties for regions. One reason for creating the Aboriginal Affairs 
Cabinet Sub-committee is that the minister and government want the Department of Aboriginal Affairs to play a 
greater role as a central agency. Considering that program was funded, we made the decision to pass that funding 
to the Department of Regional Development to pursue it. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: I refer to the line item “Aboriginal Community Emergency Response Fund—Royalties for 
Regions” on page 314 of the Budget Statements. That is another royalties for regions project, but thankfully it is 
staying with the department; I am very pleased to see that. Nearly $2.5 million was spent on that fund in 2012–
13, and the department’s annual report outlines where that was spent. I note a couple of projects in Laverton in 
particular. The 2013–14 budget allocated $7.5 million, with an estimated actual of zero dollars. Can the minister 
outline why no funding is expected and why there was an allocation of $7.5 million for the 2013-14 financial 
year? 

Mr C.G. Weeks: It has been transferred to the Department of Regional Development. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 22 May 2014] 

 p477b-482a 
Mr Ben Wyatt; Dr Kim Hames; Chairman; Mr Chris Hatton 

 [5] 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Of course it has. 

Mr C.G. Weeks: It is part of the same question; we are moving to a central agency function. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: It is my understanding that that fund is, if you like, available to the Aboriginal Affairs 
Coordinating Committee as needed; is that still the case? 

Mr C.G. Weeks: Yes, it is. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: When we discussed this pot of money last year, the director general indicated that a policy 
was being developed about how the money can be allocated by the coordinating committee. Can the 
director general outline very, very briefly what governs the allocation of those moneys? 

Mr C.G. Weeks: Yes. It still goes to the Aboriginal Affairs Coordinating Committee. A policy position on the 
sustainability of remote communities has been forwarded to cabinet and was considered by the cabinet 
subcommittee, but I do not think I can go into detail about that. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Is the allocation of that funding now being considered for the overall sustainability of remote 
communities? The $2.45 million I referred to, for example, was spent on the Laverton store and, I think, an 
ablution block, but is the funding now more about the sustainability of remote communities? 

Dr K.D. HAMES: The issue of the sustainability of remote communities is a much broader question. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: It is; absolutely. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: We are looking at how the commonwealth is trying to get out of putting funding into smaller 
communities that were actually created under previous government policies such as the Homelands policy. There 
was a serious debate between us and the previous federal government and now the current federal government 
about how the commonwealth funded those remote communities. As part of that sustainability policy, we are 
looking at what we do and how we fund those communities to make sure they are sustainable, and how we 
choose the ones that are and the ones that are not. Although that specific funding is perhaps caught up with that, 
it is not looking at it with a view to taking away some funding; it is a matter of how we can better manage 
Aboriginal communities throughout the state. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: I refer to the line item “Aboriginal Land Trust Pastoral Leases” on page 314 of the 
Budget Statements. Over the past 12 months some moneys were allocated for the culling of some wild horses. 
What is the status of feral animals on those leases, and does the department expect to have to allocate moneys 
over the next couple of years for the management of that issue? 

Dr K.D. HAMES: That is the best question the member has asked. 

Mr C.G. Weeks: The money was allocated for infrastructure development on those pastoral leases and stations. 
Is the member looking for an amount for the feral horse cull? 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I would like the director general to give the member an amount. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Yes, if the minister would like, but I would also like to know whether that has now been 
resolved. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: The reason that I want to tell the member the amount is that the total number of horses on 
that property was underestimated. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Was there an underestimation? 

Dr K.D. HAMES: The member will be surprised by the total number—of course, camels and donkeys were 
culled at the same time. The director general can give us those figures because I think they are worth hearing. 

Mr C.G. Weeks: In that week-long operation, 7 000 feral horses and 116 feral camels were culled. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: In the director general’s view, is that issue resolved for the next few years or will there have 
to be another cull of any feral animals, including horses and camels? 

Dr K.D. HAMES: We do not know the exact numbers that are there. The cull was very successful and culled 
something like 7 000 horses, but the estimates from the department in the first place were much less than that—
I think in the order of 3 000 or so. The groups that were opposing the cull were saying there were only 500 or 
600 or some similar number. We do not know the exact percentage that it got, but just from memory they think 
they got 80 to 90 per cent, which means there is still a significant number of horses left—in the order of 
thousands. Although there are no immediate plans to do another cull, there is a very strong a view that we should 
not wait in the future until those sorts of numbers come back, and that there will have to be ongoing work. 
I notice that there is no money in the budget specifically for that, but that will certainly need to be a 
consideration as we move forward. 
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Mr B.S. WYATT: The minister asked my question, and it was a very good one at that. Allowing the number of 
feral animals to get to such significant levels obviously is the cause of the problems. Is there any intention to 
develop an ongoing management program for that those animals on those Aboriginal Lands Trust leases? The 
minister has said there is not. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: An ongoing management program is needed for those animals; not just for the horses of 
course, but for camels and other feral animals. The director general can add to that. 

Mr C.G. Weeks: There is an ongoing working group; we are working with the Department of Agriculture and 
Food and the RSPCA on a management plan for those pastoral leases. We do need an ongoing management plan 
to control the population, but it is not anticipated that we will be doing another aerial cull; it probably will be 
more of a land-based activity. 

The appropriation was recommended. 

Meeting suspended from 6.00 to 7.00 pm 
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